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The pages of the Mosaic are insight into the minds and artists 

of our future. By supporting, encouraging and guiding young 

talent you can make tomorrow more beautiful...ENJOY! 

B r i a n  G r e g o i r e  

Angels 
Seminole Community Library 
Age 17, Twelfth Grade 

How does an angel lay down to rest, 
With wings upon his back, 
Do they fold over? I would have guessed, 
Or do they just fade to black, 

Does he sleep on his chest, 
Or perhaps on his side, 
His eyes closed unless, 
A new person has died, 

Or maybe the answer I’m looking for, 
Is that among the chaos of  thunder and war, 
The heavens weep and through tears they insist, 
That because of  our sins no angels exist. 

O l i v i a  J o h n s o n  

Portrait of  
Althea in  
Green 
St. Petersburg Library System 
Age 16, Eighth Grade 
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A t h e n a  H o r t o n  

Davy Jones 
Largo Public Library 
Age 16, Tenth Grade 

P a g e  2  P P L C  M o s a i c  2 0 2 4  



 

   

 
 

 
 

 

  

   
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

  

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

J e s s i c a  K a d e s  

What affect does online  
learning have on students? 
East Lake Community Library 
Age 15, Tenth Grade 

If one were to put a side-by-side comparison of a 
classroom from thirty years ago next to one from present 
day, there would be drastic differences. The earlier class 
would have students writing, discussing, and asking 
questions. The energetic environment would encourage 
students to be curious and seek the answers they desire. 
While the more recent image would have a room of 
quiet children all behind a screen clicking on a keyboard. 
Instead of discussing their options they type their 
questions finding an answer in a matter of seconds. There 
are of course significant improvements that have come 
with these changing times but is education excluded from 
this list? It has been proven that digital based learning has 
led to poor health among students, decreasing academic 
performance, and even less communication skills. 

To begin with, could these online textbooks and 
digital classrooms lower users’ health? National Center 
for Biotechnology Information asked this same question, 
after a research study they concluded “that half of the 
respondents experienced an increased level of depression 
and anxiety. (Wang et al., 2020).” With this data in mind, 
realizing that online learning’s skyrocket in popularity is 
not just a distant dream anymore but a horrifying reality. 
Not to mention that having poor mental health as a child 
is setting someone up for a lifetime of failure. NCBI 
says “Mental health problems affect the developmental 
opportunities of children and adolescents and may 
have effects into adulthood.” It may seem convenient 
and easy to do a virtual class but is it worth the effect 
one suffers with for the rest of their life? But the risks 
go beyond mental wellbeing, issues caused by virtual 
learning effect a student’s entire body. National Center 
for Biotechnology Information did a study and proved 
that “a significant reduction in physical activity of various 
intensities (p < 0.05). Specifically, male university students 
showed a greater decrease in vigorous physical activity.” 
Specifically, this is due to the sluggish environment that 

comes with E-learning. Obviously not getting enough 
physical activity especially as a child can lead to lots of 
problems with health. It is also a bad habit that could 
easily stick even after childhood where health risks are 
even more common. Athletico physical therapy states 
that” With e-learning at home, students may be more 
sedentary. Neck and back pain complaints are often seen 
after periods of prolonged sitting, especially with poor 
posture.” This news is terrifying, usually people start to 
worry about these things much later in life but there is 
no reason kids and teenagers should add neck pain to 
the lists of things they need to worry about but it doesn’t 
stop there. Rendia reports that “Online learning may 
also be contributing to the “alarming rate” of myopia, or 
nearsightedness, in children,” Just think taking an online 
course could threaten the possibility of clearly seeing. Is 
that online textbook worth losing the privilege of clearly 
seeing your all the things and people your surrounded 
with? 

Secondly, being stuck behind the screen can lower 
your academic performance. According to Reason 
magazine online learning has been linked with lower test 
scores. It is understandable if virtual school is a student’s 
only option but why lower test scores and learn less if face 
to face learning is a choice? Even after an online course 
is finished the decision to do it online will still haunt 
students. Harvard says, “Grades are lower both for the 
course taken online and in future courses.” So, if someone 
manages to get through these online classes they will be 
at a disadvantage in future courses. To really understand 
the specifics, we can look at this statistic from Audacy 
stating” On average, the study found that the decline was 
12.8% in math and 6.8% in English language arts. The 
study points to time spent out of the classroom and in a 
distance learning format as the reason for the increase in 
failure rates” A big reason this occurs is due to the unique 

(continued on next page) 
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(What Affect... continued from page 3) 

challenges that come with technology. Many online students 
must fix issues with their devices or deal with glitches just 
to learn information that could be easily accessed in a in 
person classroom setting. West Virginia University even 
realized that “Students on campus can easily ask for help 
from the school’s IT department, but online students may 
have to  figure  things out on their own. Good internet access 
is not always available in some areas, which creates a barrier 
for online learners.” But even if  students do not have to 
deal with troubleshooting, they are still children and being 
at the home comes with a plethora of  distractions. It would 
be very difficult to pay attention to Pythagorean theorem or 
the cell cycle if  there was a T.V. in the background, people 
talking, or even a beloved pet bouncing around. Affordable 
college Online thinks that “Top distractions for students 
include social media, texting, television, and family, which 
can pull one’s attention away from the task at hand and 
diminish productivity.” But even the laptop sitting Infront 
of  them could be their greatest enemy. When listening to 
a virtual lecture Its extremely easy to click on to a video, 
check text messages, or just explore the vast jungle that is the 
internet. These things are incredibly tempting especially for 
a kid. LinkedIn argues that  “One of  the most common and 
tempting online learning distractions is your phone, tablet, 
or laptop.” These distractions are much easier to avoid when 
you are  surrounded by classmates and told by teacher to stay 
off  these knowledge stealing devices. But with the evidence 
of  what online learning does to a student’s focus it is no 
surprise test scores are on a decline due to it. But if  a student 
is disciplined enough to complete the near impossible feat 
of  avoiding and ignoring all distractions their motivation 
will suffer due to virtual learning. Frontiersin concluded 
that “e-Learning does not stimulate student motivation in 
some environments and for some students”. Many students 
already struggle with feeling encouraged and motivated in 
school. Why worsen this problem? 

Last but not least, virtual learning can lead to poor 
communication skills. Specifically, this is caused by feelings 
of  isolation and loneliness. UC Davis states that “Youth 
participating in virtual learning also reported feeling  less 
social connection…in comparison to their peers who 
could attend school in-person or in a hybrid model.” In a 
day and age where communication and social bonds are 
almost essential for success why purposely limit these skills 
for yourself  or your children? Clicking away at a keyboard 
for six hours straight could also get really dull. E-student 
points out that “Students might spend much time studying 

online at their computers without benefiting from social 
connections and community throughout the day.” Imagine 
thinking about a past school year but all you Invision is a 
computer screen; all you hear is the tapping of  keys and 
the dead silence of  your room. This experience pales 
in comparison to the cheerful environment a classroom 
brings. Filled with excited students, colorful decorations, 
and enthusiastic discussions. These conversations between 
learners also result in an array of  perspectives which add 
depth and variety to the learning experience. It will also 
teach students how to understands overs opinions and 
point of  views  this is an unbelievably valuable skill for any 
future adult. Some may think that lack communication is 
not too much of  a big deal or that it is easy to grow out 
of. But  National Center for Biotechnology Information 
contrasts this argument by saying” Poor communication 
is a risk factor influencing child health and well-being 
with adverse consequences for behavior, literacy, learning, 
mental health, future employment, parenting, the 
next generation, and social inequalities.” Psych center 
has a similar view on this issue by stating “Challenges 
with communication can make it difficult to maintain 
relationships or leave you feeling uncertain about where 
you stand in a relationship. Ineffective communication 
can lead to many misunderstandings or disagreements, 
too.” These affirmations make it clear that that issues with 
communicating are not to be taken lightly and can harm 
so many aspects of  a person’s life long after they were that 
student sitting in a room with a laptop by themselves. 

In essence, being locked behind a computer screen is 
so damaging for any student on so many aspects of their 
life. From damaging the health that is needed to keep you 
happy and healthy for the rest of your life. To the academic 
information that students go to school for in the first place 
and that is almost always necessary for their success. Even 
effecting the relationships, they have and the ones they 
could have enjoyed later in life. This minimizes the support 
that everyone needs. All these factors are necessary for a 
developing child and cannot be sacrificed or be excluded 
from someone’s life because of  online learning. 
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A t h e n a  H o r t o n  

Dragons Wrath 
Largo Public Library 
Age 16, Tenth Grade 

A t h e n a  H o r t o n  

Wolf  Rage 
Largo Public Library 
Age 16, Tenth Grade 
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S a r a h  S h a n k s  

Harbor Scene 
Seminole Community Library 
Age 13, Sixth Grade 

L o l a  R o u x  M a l i z i a  

“The Man” 
Clearwater Public Library 
Age 17, Twelfth Grade 

The hospital stood angelically grim. 
The fourth floor opened, 
I approached a door. 
A purple butterfly 
twitched its wings. 
My fingers trembled and tears pooled. 

The eternal entrance opened with a creak. 
The silence flooded me. Inside, 
there lay a man. 
A father, a son, a friend. 
His lungs breathed an ocean, 
each gasp a toiling wave 
that inched him closer to the heavens. 

Eyes closed, 
heart open, 
a life to reminisce. 
He rose and fell against the shore. 
I held that languid hand and wept. 
I kissed his trickling forehead. 

Atropos drowned at the slice of  her shears. 
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L o l a  R o u x  M a l i z i a  

“Rustler” 
Clearwater Public Library 
Age 17, Twelfth Grade 
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E m m a  L i v i n g s t o n  

Hatsune Miku 
Dunedin Public Library 
Age 12, Seventh Grade 

P a g e  8  P P L C  M o s a i c  2 0 2 4  



 

 

 

---

---

---

---

A l l i e  M u l r o o n e y  

The Great Time  
Adventure of  the Reef 
Seminole Community Library 
Age 13, Sixth Grade 

After traveling back in time, this great white shark is going 
to prevent a disaster from happening. 

**Chapter 1: Present** 
It was a normal day for most humans, but for us sharks, it 
wasn’t. My name is Hollow, Hollow the great white. I’m 
a pre-teen great white shark. What’s your name? Well, 
hello (your shark name). There are three classes in the 
coral reef: non-aggressive, normal aggression, and great 
white. There’s one more, but they’re sadly gone. Great 
whites can call meetings and go wherever they like, so I’m 
heading to the dam, which is normally off-limits. Want to 
come with me? I reached the dam just as it cracked. Water 
leaked through and created a bigger hole. I stood there for 
a few minutes, realizing, “Uh oh, that’s not good.” I swam 
as fast as I could, hoping to warn everyone to prepare, but 
it was too late. It came like a flash, bringing junk and fish 
with it as the water level rose. 

**Chapter 2: The Past** 
Everyone was sick and miserable until a watch fell into the 
water. I saw lights, and when the blinding lights faded, I 
was still in the  reef, but there was no junk or trash. I was 
puzzled until I realized I needed to fix the dam before 
it was too late. I swam as fast as a dolphin, but when I 
arrived, I realized I didn’t know how to fix it—only a 
human could. Unfortunately, humans are more myth 
than reality. I swam to the dam and tried to plug the 
hole, but I couldn’t. Time reset, and I was back where I 
started. The watch fell into the water again, turning back 
time. I noticed it wasn’t the same day; my calendar read 
Wednesday, but it was Thursday when it happened. I had 
a day to  solve this. I called a town meeting, and since I was 
a great white shark, they allowed it. I told everyone what 
would happen, but almost no one believed me. Some 
went home, thinking it was my imagination; others were 

scared and prepared for the worst. Then there was Frog, 
just living life. 

**Last Chapter of  the Main Story: The Beach and 
Solution** 
I needed to stop it from happening, I told myself  as I swam 
through the coral reef  until I saw a sign that read “Beach 
Beach: Fun at the Beach.” I swam to where it pointed and 
saw the mythical creatures—humans! I tried to lead them 
(I wanted to stare for hours to see if  the myths were true, 
but I needed to help the others). However, they screamed 
in fear and ran while others watched. After pacing for a 
few minutes, I realized I needed a plan. I saw a piece  of  
trash and grabbed it. A human named Jarvis (whose name 
tag actually read Jeffrey) came to get it out of  my mouth. 
The human followed, thinking I was trying to warn them. 
Jarvis realized the dam was breaking and quickly tried  to 
fix it; luckily, he was a builder. I went back to the coral reef, 
and when the disaster was supposed to happen, it didn’t. I 
felt proud of  myself  and hoped it wouldn’t happen again. 
Jarvis was confused about how the shark knew if  I hadn’t 
been there all day (he had been at the dam before going 
to the beach) without eating him. 

**Chapter 1: 1000 Secrets from a Different POV** 

(Hunter) For years we have roamed forgotten and outcast, 
angrily. But today, that will change. We will get revenge 
on all of  the reefs and the ocean. I WILL GET MY 
REVENGE IF IT’S THE LAST THING I DO! 

(Tig) Um, hello sir. I came to tell you that the dam is 
starting to wither, so we can break it easily 
and destroy everyone’s lives. 

(Hunter) That’s great, Tig. I will put that on the chart. 
(continued on next page) 
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(The Great Time Adventure of the Reef... continued from page 9) 

(Tig) Okay, boss, I’m going to get more info. 

(Miles) HEY GUYS, WHAT ARE YOU DOING? JUST 
CHECKING IN. (says happily) 

(Hunter) MILES, THIS IS A MEETING! GET OUT!! 

(Miles) OK, I’M SORRY. I’LL GO. But only after 
I talk about aAaaAA-all my life. (After Miles’ whole 
life story) OK, GUYS, I WILL LEAVE NOW. 
BYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYE. 

(Red Tiger) MILES, JUST GET 
OOOOOOOUUUUT. 
(Miles ran out happily and mischievously while Red Tiger 
was furious and had been yelling all day.) 

**Chapter 2: The Reveal** 

Hello, I’m Miles. You probably know me from this. 
(Miles) HEY GUYS, WHAT ARE YOU DOING? JUST 
CHECKING IN. (says happily) 

(Hunter) MILES, THIS IS A MEETING! GET OUT!! 

(Miles) OK, I’M SORRY. I’LL GO. (end of  flashback) I 
am an outcast, so I joined up with my boss, named the 
Red Tiger. Of  course, that’s not his real name as you are 
a stranger and might be a threat, so I can’t tell you his real 
name. Anyway, I’m heading to the dam now. (Still not 
moving) Okay, enough time has been wasted. Let’s go. 
(He finally goes and swims to the dam.) 

Okay, let’s break this dam. OH NO, SOMEONE IS 
COMING! *Breaks the dam enough to crack it.* Who’s 
that great white? I need to follow her after I break the dam, 
of  course. *Breaks it, then quickly swims away and follows 
her.* Then, a flash ran across the water for a second! I 
thought I’d died, but everything came back. I was still in 
the room talking to the boss. (He thought I was crazy.) I 
rushed to the reef, making sure not to get spotted since tiger 
sharks, well, I’m a mallo, so both are not allowed. TIME 
TURNED BACK… How, why, who... Wait, humans 
exist!! THAT’S SO COOOOL!!!! (Miles was practically 
screaming inside out of  excitement.) Wait, what’s that 
human named Jarvis doing? WAIT ARE THEY ABOUT 

TO FIX THE DAM? NOOOOooOO... 
Also, new member: his real name is Hunter. You good 
now, boss? 

**Chapter 3: Secret Chapter** 

(Hunter) Hello, have you done it yet? Made the dam 
break? 

(Tig) No, I have not, boss. A great white stopped it from 
happening… 

(Hunter) HOW DID THE GREAT WHITE KNOW, 
HUH? 

(Tig) I don’t know, sir… 

(Hunter) Hmm, maybe it wasn’t your fault after all. I think 
it was Mega. 
(Miles) Hey guys, I just came back from the reef  with 
more info. 

(Hunter) Oh, hello Miles. 

(Miles) The great white shark named Hollow is the one 
who did it. She is from the reef and went to the dam. 
After that, it DID happen, but somehow she turned back 
time. 

(Hunter) Interesting. You both can go now. I need to add 
this to the chart. 

(Miles) Are you sure you don’t want to hear my life story 
again? 

(Hunter and Tig) NO! 

(Miles told it anyway and got kicked out. RIP Miles. 
That’s why we don’t see much of Miles in the following 
chapters) 

**Chapter 4: The Start of  Disaster** 

— **Hello everyone in the reef,** 

I want to announce that humans ARE real and they 
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helped me save everyone in the reef ! Also, they’re more 
scared of  us than we are of  them. OH, AND A HUMAN 
NAMED JARVIS HELPED ME SAVE THE REEF! 

No one believed me. Some thought it was just my 
imagination, while others simply didn’t care. And then 
there was Frog, who didn’t care about anything at all, just 
living life. I hated that no one believed me, but at the same 
time, I understood. If I were in their position, I wouldn’t 
believe me either. It was crazy and bizarre. Even as an 
adult great white, no one would believe me. 

I decided to watch the humans for an hour, and during 
that time, I discovered that some myths were true while 
others were not. On my way back to the reef, I came 
across something shiny with two arrows inside it. I could 
see through it  a little, but not entirely. When I touched it, 
the arrows started spinning! 

I heard a loud “SLLLLllsh” followed by a loud splashing 
sound. Then I saw it—A GIANT SHARK. 

[Mega] HAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA! I am back! FEAR 
THE NAMES MEGA AND TITAN!! 

You’d think I’d be swimming for my life right now, but I 
wasn’t as scared as I should have been. I looked at them 
for a few seconds and then swam away calmly. I don’t 
know why I wasn’t scared, but I just felt a sense of  calm. 

A few seconds later, I heard fighting behind me and a huge 
crash. When I turned around, THEY WERE GONE. 
— 
[To be continued] 

L u c i e  S p e l i g e n e  

These Days 
Tarpon Springs Public Library 
Age 12, Sixth Grade 

These days have gone by so fast; I can’t believe how time has passed. 
Memories made; joy shared. Love is passed along with care. 
Laughter shared, hugs and kisses. In life we have hits, others misses. 

School comes each year, every grade. Work is done, friends are made. 
Each grade passes like a flash, as if  you’re doing a 4k dash! 
College is going to come soon; will you become an astronaut and go to the moon? 
You really want to get that degree, but sometimes you may want to flee! 

Graduation, new life begins. Time for adventures around the bend. 
Life goes by, on and on. Still look back at where times gone. 
As you grow up, you move along. You’ll keep getting big and strong. 
Here’s to life, all the things. Where one life ends, there’s more beginnings. 
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S a r a h  S h a n k s  

Beach Scene 
Seminole Community Library 
Age 13, Sixth Grade 
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T a b a t h a  C h e s i s  

Clockwork 
Pinellas Park, Barbara S. Ponce Public Library 
Age 15, Tenth Grade 

People come people go 
Just like clockwork 
Attachment comes, happiness goes 
Just like clockwork 

My newest happiness tells me he’s in love 
I would compare him to the brightest of  stars 
But would he too leave, when the sun rises 
Just like clockwork 

People come people go 
Just like clockwork 
Say you won’t leave me 
Just like clockwork 

In the end 
People came, people left 
Why’d you leave too 
Will it always be clockwork 

I should’ve know how fast time would go 
Carelessly thinking forever never ended 
I thought our chime was sweet 
Turns out you thought was sour 

He told me he would always stay 
Break that clockwork 
Never knew that meant 
Breaking me too... 

T a b a t h a  C h e s i s  

Linger 
Pinellas Park, Barbara S. Ponce Public Library 
Age 15, Tenth Grade 

You left as quickly as you came 
Leaving everything behind 
That old spice dances on my nose 
I still taste your lips so gently on my lips 
I can feel your touch linger on my arm 
The warmth of  your hand spreading to mine 
I just needed that warmth on my face 
Wiping away the lingering tears 
That came when you left. 
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L i l i a n a  T e p e t a t e - D e  L a  C r u z  

In The Ocean 
Clearwater Public Library 
Age 16, Eleventh Grade 
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L o l a  R o u x  M a l i z i a  

“Salgam” 
Clearwater Public Library 
Age 17, Twelfth Grade 

I would like to talk about my regrets before it’s too late. There is something so heart-wrenching 
about the human mind. I’ll tell you what it is. Humans remember. I wish joy stuck longer than 
trauma. Instead of choosing a path at the fork in the road, I turned around and ran the other way, 
only to be strangled and broken by the hungry jungle that has overgrown my mind. 

I remember the first time I coughed up blood. I was so young, but I’ll never forget that moment. 
It was right after I had a glass of  salgam, a fermented turnip juice Mom always made me drink. I’ve 
always hated salgam with a passion. I don’t care how good it is for my health, it tastes like rancid 
pickles to me. I was frustrated, so frustrated with my mother for making me drink it that I dashed 
off  to my room and slammed the door. Maybe if  I hadn’t, things might’ve turned out okay. 

I remember cursing at her under my breath as I paced the room, or whatever curse words I 
knew at the time. I was eight, but still felt utterly useless and that I wasn’t in control of my life. I 
remember Mom being a bit on edge the entire week, making me drink salgam every day because I 
“didn’t look so well.” 

I remember when my head began to pound. It was a pounding I had never felt before. It was as 
if  a rhythm was caught in my head. A steady, stomping, exploding rhythm that brought me to my 
knees. I crumpled to the floor in the solemn wave of  pain and muttered a tiny prayer to the only 
God I had ever known, “Lütfen, Allah.” Please, God. That’s when the cough came. 

Huge, uncontrollable, erupting coughs that made the beating of my head amplify. I coughed 
and coughed and coughed until I couldn’t breathe, only to see my palm splattered in red. 

I remember thinking to myself, Oh, I must’ve choked on salgam. But I noticed the crimson color 
of  my hand, unlike the beet-red putrid drink. And my mouth… It didn’t taste like turnips. It tasted 
like a memory. My father told me the first time I cut myself  helping him with construction to suck 
the blood off. My mouth… It tasted like blood. 

I remember not telling my mother. I didn’t know any better. I chose ignorance. It’s one of  
my greatest regrets. It doesn’t matter if  I chose to ignore, I’d be pulled back to reality anyways. 
Ignorance is only blissful for the shortest of  moments. 
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V y  T r a n  

It’s Time 
Clearwater Public Library 
Age 16, Eleventh Grade 
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O l i v e  T e r r e n c e  

Horse 
St. Petersburg Library System 
Age 13, Eighth Grade 
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